
Minutes of August 18, 2018 SBNF Cabin Coalition Meeting 
 
The meeting was called to order at approximately 3:08 pm at the Glauthier family’s Cabin 8 in 
the Metcalf Tract.  26 cabin representatives were in attendance from the following 10 tracts: 
Barton Flats, Falls, South Fork Santa Ana River, Metcalf, Lytle Creek, Polique Canyon, East 
Lakeview, Minnelusa, Big Bear and Pine Hill Drive. Also attending were Scott Evans, Special 
Uses officer for the Mountaintop District, Daniel Grijalva, Forest Archeologist/Tribal Liaison, Dr. 
Lauren Bricker of Cal Poly Pomona and one of her students. 
  
Forest Service Update 

Staffing  Jeremy Dorsey has taken a position on the Plumas NF and has left the Mountaintop. 
This leaves Scott as the sole special uses administrator on the district – and the entire forest 
until Heidi returns from detail 8/20. Scott has been assigned an intern – Casey Schaffer – who 
has been working in the Discovery Center, so knows the district. The position that was formerly 
held by Heather Mobley will be filled after October 1, which means an actual body by maybe 
December. However, Scott told the group that it is likely that he’ll be going on a 4-month detail 
to the Cleveland NF from October 1 through January 2019,. He promises to continue watching 
out for things on the Mountaintop. [Note: while Scott’s detail is not yet approved, they’re seldom 
denied.] 
 
Staffing on the various Ranger Districts is as follows:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cabin Inspections  Scott will be tasking Casey Schaffer to getting the required cabin 
inspections done. We have again emphasized the availability and interest of cabin volunteers to 
assist in carrying these out and Scott will suggest that Casey contact me with the tracts to be 
inspected so that volunteers can be requested. Once we have volunteers, a training session will 
be scheduled to review the form to be completed and discuss the maintenance standards 
expected by the FS.  

Improvement Requests  Scott continues to review and act on improvement requests as they 
are received rather than batch them for approval each spring. If you believe that you have a 
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request submitted but haven’t heard anything, it’s recommended you email Scott to check on 
your request. 

The Recreation Residence Proposal Request can be downloaded from the Recreation 
Residences page on the Forest website at 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/sbnf/recreation/camping-cabins/ 

Fuels Clearance Projects The fuels clearance project south and east of the Metcalf Tract has 
been completed and the logs decks (piles of cut logs) in the area are scheduled for removal by 
the contractor. A contract for fuels clearance in the Pine Oak area of the Big Bear Tract is out 
for bidding presently, although it could be up to a year before work is initiated there. The North 
shore is a priority fuels clearance area due to all the dead trees but work there is still some time 
off in the future.  
 
Bear Valley Power Pole Project  As noted at previous meetings, Bear 
Valley Electric Service is in the process of removing all remaining 
electrical lines attached to trees. BVES has been advised to take 
aesthetics into consideration when installed new poles [i.e. don’t put 
their poles right in front of people’s cabins], however, it is recommended 
that cabin owners contact BVES if power lines are still connected to 
trees in the vicinity of their cabins. Scott has advised BVES to work with 
the residence tracts. Scott will be notified when work is to be done in a 
tract and will relay that information to the tract. Watch for wooden stakes 
appearing in your tract (see photo). 
 
Historic Preservation  Dan Grijalva, Forest Archeologist/Tribal Liaison, 
was asked to address the historic preservation requirements faced by 
Recreation Residence permittees. Dan referred cabin owners to the 
2014 publication: A Guide to Maintaining the Historical Character of 
Your Forest Service Recreation Residence. This publication is available online at: 
 
https://www.fs.fed.us/t-d/pubs/pdfpubs/pdf14232815/pdf14232815Pdpi300.pdf 
 
This Guide explains the historic preservation requirements that cabin owners have as occupants 
of National Forest lands and, in general, how to comply with those requirements. Dan 
suggested that permittees considering improvements or maintenance to the exteriors of their 
cabins contact Scott Evans as the first step to describe what you would like to do and find out 
what will be required in the way of plans, reviews and approvals. Scott and Dan noted that the 
Region does have a Programmatic Agreement with the State of California, Historic Preservation 
Officer [SHPO] which allows certain categories of improvements/maintenance to be approved 
by the Forest Service, while more complex or unusual requests must be submitted to the SHPO 
for approval. 
 
Dan explained that Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires the Forest 
Service to take into account the effects of Forest Service approvals or actions on historic – or 
potentially historic – properties. Since recreation residences are on National Forest lands, any 
Forest Service action related to a cabin must comply with Section 106. In order to determine if 
individual cabins and cabin tracts are, in fact, historic, assessments must be done of each 
residence tract and its individual cabins to determine a tract’s overall historic status and the 
individual status of each cabin. 
 
At this point, Dr. Lauren Bricker, a Professor at Cal Poly Pomona, took over the presentation. 
She teaches a course entitled “Introduction to the Theory and Practice of Historic Preservation,” 
during which the students learn to apply the National Register criteria to recreation residence 
cabins. Student teams research their assigned cabins, measure and photograph the structures, 
interview the cabin owners, and then assess the cabin against the McNeil Criteria for Integrity 
Assessments, which ranks structures from Level 6 – retaining their historic integrity intact with 



no significant changes – down to Level 1 – the historic integrity of the building has been totally 
lost through major alterations and additions.  
 
The students present their research and assessments to a review panel at the end of the course 
and, once reviewed, the findings for a residence tract are compiled for presentation to the 
Forest Service and, ultimately, to the SHPO. If accepted by the SHPO, this report establishes 
the historic status of that recreation residence tract and its individual cabins. To date, only 6 
residence tracts on the San Bernardino NF have been inventoried and reports submitted to 
SHPO. Work is presently under way to assess the Lakeview Tract, which includes Minnelusa, 
Lakeview and East Lakeview tract areas. Attached to these minutes is a spreadsheet showing 
the status of historic assessments by tract. 
 
National Forest Homeowners Update   
 
NFH Increases 2019 Dues NFH has clarified that the increase in dues will take effect with dues 
collected in 2019. That is, if your Member Tract collects dues this coming Labor Day weekend, 
those would be collected in 2018 and will not be increased. All dues for individual NFH 
members are due January 1, so will be at the new rates. 
 
Here are the new dues as of the 2019 year: Regular Member      Associate Member 
   Individual Member:  $55   $35 

Member Tract    $50   $30 
 
Cabin Insurance Program  In April 2018 NFH announced the opening of a program which offers  
cabin insurance to cabin owners through a group plan. Information on available coverages and 
the application form can be found on the NFH website [www.nationalforesthomeowners.org] 
under the “Resources” tab, click on “Cabin Insurance.” There is no information yet available to 
compare the rates under the NFH program to other insurance providers. [But we’d be interested 
if you have done that comparison!] 
 
In Lieu Lot Pilot Project Under Section X.B of our Term Special Use Permit, a permittee may be 
offered an in-lieu lot if their cabin is destroyed or substantially destroyed and a determination is 
made that they cannot rebuild in-place. With the goal of increasing the retention of cabins 
following wildfires and other disasters, NFH has proposed a pilot project with the San 
Bernardino NF under which a number of In-Lieu Lots will be identified prior to a disaster rather 
than waiting until cabins have been lost to begin that process. This pilot project will be carried 
out by a task force of cabin volunteers who will work with the Forest Service and residence tract 
organizations to identify possible in-lieu lots for assessment. Contact Roy if you’re interested in 
helping with this project.. 
 
Reconsidering the Cabin Coalition’s Organization – The Coalition is in its 15th year and Roy has 
noted that it’s time to share the leadership. It has been proposed that the moderator role be a 
two-year position and that an assistant moderator be appointed who would become the 
moderator for the next two-year term. This would spread the work and responsibility of the 
Coalition as well as give more cabin leaders experience in working closely with our Forest 
Service partners. A written policy to this effect will be developed for action at our November 
meeting. This will take effect at next August’s summer meeting. This will not be a life 
assignment, so send me an email if you’re at all interested. 
 
Summer BBQ Meeting 2019 Finally, the South Fork tract has already volunteered to host the 
summer 2019 meeting and BBQ. Thanks, South Fork! 
 
Setting Next Meeting Date  -- Our next meeting is tentatively set for November 3, location and 
time to be confirmed. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 5:00pm to the BBQ picnic. 



 
Minutes Prepared 8/23/18 
Roy Glauthier 
 
San Bernardino NF Tracts - MAY NOT BE COMPLETE     [8/23/2018] 

Forest Tract # Cabins 
SHPO 

Concurrence Eligible ? In Progress ? 
San Berdo Alder Creek 2       
San Berdo Barton Flats 95 11/22/2013 y   

San Berdo Big Bear 242   Y 

78 cabins 
evaluated** 

San Berdo Big Pines 0     

All cabins traded 
out 

San Berdo Falls 15 3/11/2010 Y   
San Berdo Fish Creek 4       
San Berdo Fuller Mill Creek 2     In progress 
San Berdo Hook Creek 5       
San Berdo Lake View 95     In progress 
San Berdo Lost Creek 5       
San Berdo Lytle Creek 33       
San Berdo Metcalf Creek 68       
San Berdo Middle Lytle Creek 0     Burned, closed 

San Berdo Mill Creek 0     

All cabins traded 
out 

San Berdo Pine Knot 8       
San Berdo Poligue Canyon 24       
San Berdo Round Cienaga 9       
San Berdo Seven Oaks 41 1/2/2008 Y   
San Berdo Snow Creek 1       
San Berdo Snow Valley 7       
San Berdo South Fork 50 8/31/2010 Y   
San Berdo Stetson Creek 22 10/3/2006 Y     
San Berdo Willow Glen 6       

Total Active Tracts 20 734 
 

6 
 

      ** These evaluated cabins would be the Southwest Shore Colony, which was found to be 
eligible for historic status. 

  


