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The meeting was called to order at Metcalf Tract Cabin #8 at 3:10 pm by Roy Glauthier, 
acting as moderator. There were (eventually) a total of 37 cabin representatives 
present, representing the following 13 residence tracts: Barton Flats, East Lakeview, 
Falls, Lakeview, Lytle Creek, Metcalf, Minnelusa, Polique Canyon, Round Cienega, 
Santa Ana River, Seven Oaks, Southwest Shore, and Stetson Creek. Also in 
attendance were Forest Service representatives: Kim Brower, Senior Review Appraiser 
for the Pacific SW Region, Betty Hartenstine, Special Uses Administrator for the Big 
Bear Lake area, Robin Prince, Special Uses Assistant, and Chris Fabbro, Special Uses 
for the Front Country Ranger District. 
 
Forest and District Update 
 
Organization: Betty conveyed Scott Tangenberg’s apologies for his absence but he’s 
sick with something his kids have passed around. 
The Forest Service has posted the Mountaintop District Ranger position, but it may be 
some time until a permanent DR is in place. Scott will continue as Acting DR until 
further notice. No changes in the Front Country Ranger office other than Chris’ 
imminent departure to a new position on the Angeles NF. 
 
CRCD & Compliance -- Cleanup: August was the deadline for return of signed permits 
and O&M Plans. Staff is now working to process these and to enter the new permits into 
the FS’ computer system. About 221 have been processed with about the same number 
waiting to be entered. Betty noted that permittees may not have received a fully-signed 
permit or O&M Plan yet, but they are covered so long as they’ve completed their 
requirements and returned their signed permits and O&M plans.  
 
The Big Bear valley is in good shape on compliance, with only a few cabins in non-
compliance for fees and condition.  
 
Fire Situation: Chris noted that the drought continues. Water is in short supply in the 
forest and fire danger is high. Some fire restrictions are in place for campers and yellow 
post campsites, but these do not extend to recreation residences. 
 
There are still no funds to remove dead or hazard trees. These are the responsibility of 
the cabin owner if they are endangering a cabin. 
 
2009 Appraisals 
 
Kim Brower, Senior Review Appraiser for the Pacific Southwest Region [R5], then gave 
a preview of the appraisal process that will begin with site visits in each tract over the 
upcoming Labor Day weekend, September 5-7. Each permittee of record will receive a 
certified notice probably this week containing the schedule for the appraiser’s site visits. 
For tracts with multiple typical lots, the appraiser will give his presentation at the first lot 
listed on the notice. Kim noted that they’ll be doing all the tracts in 3 days. For those 
tracts scheduled late in the afternoon, they may be a bit late… but they will be there.  
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Kim asked that the tracts get word of the site visits out to their cabin owners. At each 
tract, the contract appraiser, James Rohde, will give an overview of the appraisal 
process and will give cabin owners the opportunity to present any information that they 
believe is important for the appraiser to know in order to properly value the typical lots. 
 
Tracts may want to review the inventory sheets that the Forest Service prepared some 
years ago listing the improvements and utilities associated with each typical lot and who 
paid for their installation and maintenance. Tracts may also wish to provide the 
appraiser with information on seasonability of use or access, any special factors like 
traffic noise, heavy snow-play activity, nesting-season restrictions, etc. that might not 
apparent to a one-time visitor. Kim also suggested that providing such information in 
written form will help the appraiser to remember the details, particularly after visiting 29 
lots in 3 days.  
 
Kim then took questions from the group. Several questions addressed comparable 
sales for use in the appraisals. Kim noted that the date of value for the appraisal will be 
Labor Day weekend but that private property sales used as comparables may have 
occurred back to 2007 and will be adjusted to the date of value. Roy mentioned that he 
and others have identified about 8 forest-view property sales in the forest area that will 
be suggested as comparable sales. [The information on these properties is posted on 
the Coalition’s Yahoo website.] In response to another question, Kim promised to 
provide the contract specifications for the appraiser for review prior to the site visits. 
[These have been received and distributed through the Yahoo group.] 
 
Kim said that it will take about a year from the site visit for the appraisal report to be 
drafted, reviewed, approved and summarized. Each permit holder will be sent the 
appraisal summary, but Kim recommended that we request the full report and read it 
closely to ensure there are no errors. Permittees will have 60 days from the date of the 
appraisal letter to challenge the FS appraisal or request a second appraisal. Kim 
recommended that tracts formally request a second appraisal within this period even if 
they may not be sure if it’s needed. If they decide to accept the original valuation, they 
will just notify the FS of that decision; if they decide to pursue a second appraisal, they 
will have one year to complete the second appraisal with the costs borne by the cabins 
in that typical lot group. 
 
From the letter of notification there is a one-year notice period before the new fee goes 
into effect, which means that new fees based on the 2009 appraisals will not go into 
effect until the 2012 fee invoices. If a tract requests a second appraisal, this date could 
be perhaps another year later. 
 
Electric Service Lines in Tract Areas 
 
Al Boyce discussed outdated and hazardous wiring issues he found in the Minnelusa 
Tract and his attempts to interface between the Bear Valley Electric Service [BVES] and 
the Forest Service to effect replacement of lines and removal of lines from trees. BVES 
indicated that the Forest Service might not allow installation of new poles and could be 
looking at requiring undergrounding of the electric service in tract areas. Betty indicated 
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that the FS and BVES are beginning inspections of the electric service in the tracts to 
identify wiring issues. The inspections and eventual corrections will take awhile as the 
proposed actions will have to be surveyed by the FS archeologists before proceeding. 
 
CUFFA and Fee Issue 
 
Roy then gave the group a status report on the work of the Cabin Fee Coalition [C2] 
which is working to fix the issue of extremely high fees that could greatly diminish the 
cabin program. Nearly half the new appraisal results are now known and significant 
numbers of cabin owners are faced with annual fees of $5000 or more. If implemented, 
the C2 group has estimated that almost 3000 permit holders could give up their permits 
and be forced to remove their cabins. And future appraisal cycles could be expected to 
cause further attrition in the program.  
 
In response to this issue, the C2 group has explored a range of fee options and is 
proposing a two-part fee alternate that is designed to be revenue neutral with respect to 
the projected 2009 total fees, provide the American public a fair return on our use of 
National Forest lands, and result in predictable and fair fees to cabin owners. The 
approach being proposed to Congress and the Forest Service would implement a two-
part fee: a fixed annual fee with an annual indexed increase and a fee to be paid on 
sale or intra-family transfer of a cabin. The details of these fees and their initial levels 
are being finalized by the Cabin Coalition and will be distributed widely as soon as they 
become available. Information on the proposed alternative and other fee issues can be  
found on the NFH website at www.nationalforesthomeowners.org  
 
Cabin owner letters to Congress have been successful at getting the attention of 
Congress to this issue. Present efforts are focused on obtaining a Congressional 
hearing sometime this summer. More cabin owner letters and calls will be needed 
before this fight is done. 
 
Next Meeting 
It was determined by consensus that the next meeting of the SBNF Cabin Coalition be 
held in early November. 
 
 
Minutes prepared August 12, 2009 
Roy Glauthier 


