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Minutes of December 2, 2006 Cabin Coalition Meeting 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:10am at Oak Knoll Lodge. In attendance were 15 
cabin representatives from 6 different tracts [East Lakeview, Falls Tract, Lakeview, 
Metcalf, Pine Hill Drive/Snow Valley, and South Fork Santa Ana River] and Betty 
Hartenstine, USFS Special Uses Administrator. 
 
Following introductions, Forest Service staff discussed a number of current issues: 
 
Fire Situation: Fire danger remains critical. The forest has received almost no moisture 
and there is no relief in sight. Cabin owners are reminded to maintain required 
clearances. 
 
Fuels Clearance Projects: Tree removal projects are under way in Forest Falls and 
clearance projects have been completed along the South Shore and are in progress 
around Snow Summit. Slash piles may remain in some areas and these will be chipped 
or burned depending on conditions and their location. If downed trees and slash appear 
to have been forgotten from past clearance efforts, contact your special uses staff. 
 
Reforestation: This had been suggested as a possible volunteer project for the cabin 
community. It does not appear that there are imminent projects, so this will be put on 
hold and noted as a possible future effort. Individuals interested in reforestation might 
contact the Green Thumbs group through the Discovery Center. This volunteer group 
does tree planting and seed collection on a regular basis. 
 
CRCD Process:  The Forest Service is working to complete cabin inspections with the 
goal of mailing letters to cabin owners by the end of December or early January 
indicating that either they are in compliance or specifying items to be corrected. This 
effort continues be hampered by staffing and budget shortages and there is no relief 
expected for these issues. Recognizing that Forest Service delays in notifying permit 
holders of compliance issues may make it difficult to achieve compliance by December 
31, 2008, the Forest Service is considering granting 1 year extensions to existing 
permits on a case by case basis. These one-year extensions would maintain rights and 
protections in our permits that one-year term permits would lack. 
 
The Forest Service will be mailing a Notice of Proposed Action to interested individuals, 
organizations and the media as soon as a mailing list can be developed. This is a 
necessary action prior to issuing new permits and allows the public an opportunity to 
comment on the extension of cabin permits. This Notice will not be mailed to current 
permit holders. 
 
Water Resources Assessment: Permit holders should have received a letter dated 
November 16, 2006, from George Kenline requesting information on your water and 
sanitation systems and usage. This data collection is needed as part of the 
environmental assessments supporting permit renewal.  
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CUFFA Implementation:  As discussed at prior Coalition meetings, there no need to 
hurry with a decision on the prior 1997-98 appraisals unless your tract includes a typical 
lot group whose valuation would be reduced by the 1997-98 appraisal. In the Big Bear 
Tract, this would be the Type 3 typical lot group. Several tract associations have sent in 
letters requesting implementation of those lower fees and Betty indicated that the Forest 
Service will accept such letters from the associations on the permittees’ behalf rather 
than requiring original signatures. Once she receives letters representing at least half 
the Type 3 cabins, she will implement that lower valuation and fee. These letters are 
needed immediately as the FS is getting ready to prepare the 2007 fee notices. 
 
New Appraisals: NFH is working on a new appraisal booklet and hopes to have it 
available early in 2007. This booklet will summarize the new appraisal process and 
provide guidance for local tract organizations getting ready for their appraisals.  
 
As noted at prior meetings, tract organizations can start preparing for those appraisals 
by reviewing the typical lots used in the last appraisals to ensure that they are, in fact, 
typical of the lots they have been chosen to represent. There may also be situations 
where additional typical lot groups should be created to reflect differences in access, 
view or services. The second step is to review the inventory of improvements for the 
typical lots prepared by the FS in about 2000. [Betty has these someplace in her files.] 
 
Group Discussion: A question was raised about responsibility for electric lines that 
were left on dead trees following fuel reduction work. It was pointed out that the root 
systems of such trees eventually rot out and these trees will fall, taking the electric lines 
with them. Betty will check with Bear Valley Electric. 
 
The Forest Service has reached agreement with a volunteer group from Cal Poly 
Pomona to do the historic surveys of cabins needed to complete National Historical 
Preservation Act. This group began with the Stetson Creek Tract and is now working on 
the South Fork Santa Ana River tract. 
 
Next Meeting: The next Cabin Coalition meeting was tentatively scheduled for 
Saturday, May 5, 2007. Mary Ann and Bruce Patterson have invited the group to meet 
at their cabin in the Pine Hill tract on the north shore. This date and location will be 
confirmed as we get closer. 
 
The meeting was adjourned about noon. 
 
 
Roy Glauthier 
12/5/06 


