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Minutes of August 13, 2006 Cabin Coalition Meeting 
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:40am at Glauthier’s Cabin #8 in the Metcalf 
Tract. In attendance were 19 cabin representatives from 8 different tracts [Barton Flats. 
East Lakeview, Lakeview, Metcalf, Minnelusa, Pine Hill Drive/Snow Valley, South Fork 
Santa Ana River and Seven Oaks] and 2 Forest Service staff: Allison Stewart, District 
Ranger, Mountain Ranger District; and Betty Hartenstine, Special Uses Administrator. 
 
Following introductions, Forest Service staff discussed a number of current issues: 
 
CRCD Process:  A training session was held on June 10 for volunteers to do cabin 
surveys. Volunteers attended from the following tracts: East Lakeview, Lakeview, 
Metcalf, Pinehill Drive Assoc (part of the BB Tract), SW Shore Colony (also part of the 
BB Tract) and West Lakeview (aka Minnelusa Canyon). Within the BB Valley, FS staff 
have completed cabin inspections of these tracts: Big Bear tract, Polique Canyon, 
Lakeview. No info was available on the status of inspections for tracts outside the 
valley.  
 
The FS goal is to mail letters to cabin owners by the end of 2006 indicating that either 
they are in compliance or specifying items to be corrected. Permittees will be directed to 
correct compliance deficiencies by the end of December 2007 to allow the FS staff to 
prepare the new permit documentation during the 2008 year. The new permits will be 
sent to permit holders who are in compliance as they are prepared in 2008, dated to 
become effective on January 1, 2009. 
 
Holders who are not in compliance on December 31, 2008, will receive one-year annual 
permits and will be required to complete their compliance by the end of that year or 
transfer their permits to a party who will commit to bringing the cabin into compliance. 
 
Fire Situation and Fuels Projects: The forest has been relatively lucky thus far. The 
Sawtooth and Millard Fires are contained but may not be fully out until the first snowfall 
this winter. Betty discussed a bit of the role she plays in fire response [basically the 
“designated shopper” to fill supply needs] and that fires trump all other work priorities. 
 
CUFFA Implementation: Roy talked about the decisions requested from typical lot 
groups during the two-year transition period. As a reminder, the cabin owners in each 
typical lot group have been asked to make a choice in writing regarding the prior 1997-
1999 appraisal:  
 1. To accept that appraisal and implement the resulting special use fee; 
 2. To request a peer review, which would determine if the prior valuation would 
 be affected by the new CUFFA rules; or  
 3. To request a new appraisal, applying the new CUFFA rules to the previous 
 comparable sales data. 
 
Unless your typical lot group would see a reduction in special use fees if the prior 
appraisal were implemented, NFH is recommending that no action be taken on this 
choice and that the two-year period be allowed to run out unless a typical lot group 
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strongly feels that the prior appraisal was in error and that a peer review or second 
appraisal would result in a significant lowering of the valuation. 
 
If no decision is communicated to the FS by the end of the transition period, the FS will 
implement the last appraisal, which could be seen in the fee to be paid early in 2009. 
During this same period, a new appraisal cycle is being carried out, which means that 
the results of the 1997-1999 appraisals might never be implemented. The timing of 
these processes is still be explored, so there may be more clarification of this issue 
forthcoming.  
 
New Appraisals: Our new appraisals on the San Bernardino NF are scheduled for 
2008. Changes to the appraisal process contained in CUFFA will restrict the 
comparable sales that can be used to set valuations, helping to address the “resort 
effect” seen in real estate values as well as the general increase in the real estate 
market. CUFFA has clarified that the objective of the appraisal process is to determine a 
fair fee for use of each recreation residence lot, not the market valuation of that lot.  
 
Tract organizations can start preparing for those appraisals by reviewing the typical lots 
used in the last appraisals to ensure that they are, in fact, typical of the lots they have 
been chosen to represent. There may also be situations where additional typical lot 
groups should be created to reflect differences in access, view or services. 
 
Forest Service Budget & Impacts:  Allison told us that the Forest Service budget has 
basically been exhausted for the current year and that FY2008 funds probably won’t be 
seen on the district until sometime in November. This means that there is no staff time 
available to administer the cabin program, so replies to phone calls, emails and 
requests for improvements/maintenance will be slow to come. Cabin owners will have to 
be patient [which is understandably difficult when we’re being encouraged to come into 
compliance].  
 
Allison told us that there is no FS funding for hazard tree removal in the recreation 
residence tracts.  Cabin owners are still responsible for the removal of trees that 
threaten their cabins. 
 
Programmatic Agreement: Allison announced that the SBNF has been reinstated into 
the Programmatic Agreement with the State of California, Historic Preservation Office. 
This agreement allows the FS to approve specified improvements and maintenance on 
federal lands without submitting each such request to SHPO for their approval. This 
reinstatement should facilitate approval of cabin improvement/maintenance requests … 
if there were anyone in the office to execute such approvals (see budget note above). 
 
Water Issues: An extensive discussion ensued of the water source/sanitation issues 
affecting the tracts in the Santa Ana River watershed. A 4-hour meeting was held on 
August 9 involving FS staff from the Regional and Forest offices and representatives of 
5 cabin tracts. Quite a bit of frustration was expressed over the timing and basis for 
these water and sanitation requirements. The affected permit holders are under a 
requirement to come into legal compliance with their water sources and sanitation by 
the permit renewal date of December 31, 2008, or to show good faith efforts to do so. 



 
SBNF Cabin Coalition  Page 3 
Minutes of  August 13, 2006 Meeting 

As District Ranger, Allison said that she can issue one-year or longer permits to give 
cabin owners the time necessary to accomplish this work if there is clear proof that good 
faith efforts are under way to comply. 
 
National Public Lands Day: Roy has made contact through the FS with staff of the 
San Bernardino National Forest Foundation, who are coordinating local Lands Day 
projects. No interesting projects have yet been identified through those contacts. 
Allison, however, is working on tree planting in the burn area of the recent Sawtooth fire 
and asked if the cabin groups might be interested in participating in that planting. The 
general feeling was that this would be of interest to the cabin groups. Allison will 
communicate with Roy on this project, which most likely will be scheduled for later this 
fall. 
 
Group Discussion: No questions were raised under this item. 
 
Next Meeting: The next Cabin Coalition meeting was tentatively scheduled for 
Saturday, November 4. This date will be confirmed and the location announced as we 
get closer. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:00pm to the First Annual Cabin Coalition Picnic. 
 
 
Roy Glauthier 
8/15/06 


