
Minutes of December 3, 2005 Cabin Coalition Meeting 
 
In attendance were 14 cabin representatives from 7 different tracts and 4 Forest Service 
staff: George Kenline, Forest Lands Officer; Jon Regelbrugge, Deputy District Ranger 
Mountain District; Veronica Magnuson, District Lands Officer; Betty Hartenstine, Special 
Uses Administrator; and Robert Taylor, Forest Hydrologist. 
 
Fuels Project and Fire Safety: The fuels projects have been completed for this year 
and the FS feels this has been a productive effort. They have tried to fix any damages 
associated with the tree clearance/removal activities, but any unreported or remaining 
damage should be reported to your permit administrator. Clearance work in FY06 will be 
much less – funding is only $5m rather than the $30+m spent this year. The FS will be 
doing what they can and will try to work with any tracts/cabin owners who have 
remaining or new hazard trees. 
 
Land Exchange Issues: Land exchanges have been completed or are under way for 
the Big Pines (7 cabins) and Mountain Home (1 cabin) tracts. Angelus Oaks was 
exchanged some time ago and Lytle Creek (24 cabins) is just initiating an exchange. 
And a Congressionally-directed sale is in process for the Mill Creek tract (24 cabins).  
 
I’ve got to admit that I’m not quite sure what I heard in this discussion, but there seems 
to be some discussion between the County of San Bernardino and the FS related to 
“lands ownership” strategy. FS staff indicated that lands policies are changing and that 
they’re not certain how this impacts cabins. We will keep our ears open for this issue. 
 
Forest Management Plan: Plan has been issued and appeal period closes 12/29/05. 
The Plan has incorporated the recreation residence program as it is presently with no 
changes, anticipating the thorough assessment of the program that will take place in the 
CRCD process (see below). 
 
CRCD – Permit Renewal: The Consistency Review process and NEPA review was 
kicked-off in early November and will continue through 2006 with a target completion of 
December 31, 2006. A Scoping Action will be published in January 2006 with a 
Proposed Action, followed by a 30 day comment period.  
 
The NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) review will bring together an inter-
disciplinary team of experts to assess the impacts of recreation residences on air, 
water, threatened and endangered species, archeological and historical resources, etc.  
This effort will continue through 2006 with a couple of public meetings and opportunities 
for cabin owner input. We’ll get the word out when these come up. 
 
As a note, road systems will be included in the NEPA analysis, and, long-term, some 
secondary cabin access roads may be identified for closure. Stay tuned on this issue. 
 
HELP NEEDED!! Cabin inspections related to the “Compliance Determination” part of 
this process are planned to begin in mid-January 2006, however, the FS is finding that 
these inspections will require more manpower than is available from their staff (and 
budget). Help is needed from tracts to meet the goal of completing cabin 
inspections before next summer. District staff could use volunteers from cabin tracts 
to prepare the site maps and measurements needed for each cabin. If your tract has 



volunteers who can do the site mapping/measurements, please contact George 
Kenline, who will arrange for training of these volunteers in the mapping requirements. 
George is in the Forest office at 909-382-2690. This work needs to be completed before 
the end of February. 
 
Cabin File Inspections: Some Special Uses Administrators have been working with 
their cabin owners to make appointments for the permittees to review the Forest Service 
files on their cabins. To make arrangements for your tract’s cabin owners to review their 
files, tract officers should contact your permit administrator to discuss how this can be 
coordinated and how you can help.  
 
Water Policies: There are two kinds of water… surface and ground water. The FS is 
just issuing a new National Policy on Ground water which defines this as a resource to 
be assessed in the NEPA process. The FS is working on getting a better idea of water 
use by the cabin community and permit continuance may see some requirements 
related to better monitoring and reporting of water use. Through the NEPA process, 
there may also be findings related to water quality, specifically addressing sanitation 
systems. 
 
Related to surface water, there is no change to the Forest Supervisor’s informal 
suspension of the 2004 order to remove/discontinue all surface water usage in the 
Santa Ana River drainage.  
 
National Public Lands Day: Every September, groups and communities come 
together to do work on projects to improve public lands and resources. This could be an 
opportunity for the recreation residence community to play a role outside our tract areas 
to benefit the SB National Forest and begin to be active in the larger community. This 
will come back to the next meeting to gage tract interest. 
 
Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Coalition was tentatively scheduled for May 13, 
2006, unless events warrant a meeting before then. Watch your email for meeting 
notices and updates. 
 
 
 
Administrative Note:  Changing your email address? If you change your email 
address, you will need to visit the Yahoo Groups home and change your email there, 
too. Otherwise, you’ll fall off our member list and begin “bouncing” when your email is 
returned. 


