
May 16, 2005 
 
UPDATE ON TREE REMOVAL IN SOUTHWEST SHORE 
 
Submitted by Dennis Moran, Cabin 84 
 
As a representative of our tract, I attended a May 14 meeting in Big Bear of the San Bernardino 
National Forest Cabin Coalition (SBNFCC).  For those of you who are not familiar with 
SBNFCC, it was formed last year as a way for all the recreation residence tracts in the San 
Bernardino National Forest to communicate with each other on matters that affect all permit 
cabin owners, particularly the 2008 cabin permit renewals.  It was purposely set up as an 
informal group:  no officers, no by-laws, no dues, etc.  Our District Ranger and her staff have 
been very proactive in using the meetings to discuss upcoming issues that impact our tracts.  
Seven Forest Service personnel attended the May 14 meeting. 
 
The big news from Saturday’s meeting is the dead tree removal schedule for Southwest Shore.  
You may have seen the recent article in the Big Bear Grizzly on a tentative schedule for tree 
removal along Hwy. 18 from the dam to the city limits.  I had a one-on-one discussion after the 
meeting with Jon Regelbruge, the new Deputy District Ranger (under Allison Stewart) who is 
directly responsible for coordinating all tree removal projects in the Forest.  
 
 His first priority is removal of dead trees along the Hwy. 18 that are in danger of falling on the 
roadway.   This includes a swath about 200’ above and below the road.  These trees have already 
been marked with orange paint by the National Resource Conservation Service workers.  A 
number of these marked trees are in our tract.  This project will start very soon because it 
involves closing Hwy. 18 while the work is underway. The City and Chamber of Commerce feel 
the road closure will have a negative impact on tourism and want it finished before the upcoming 
Memorial Day weekend.  Helicopters may be used to remove cut trees due to the steep terrain.  
The road would be closed during the day, Monday through Friday from about 8 AM to 5 PM.  
Jon understands this will impact access to our cabins and will try to accommodate individual 
cabin owners who need to get to their cabins during the work.  The start date is not firm and he 
will notify us as soon as it is set. 
 
Tree removal in the rest of our tract may or may not take place at the same time as the highway 
project described above, but, in any case, fairly soon.  It depends on equipment and crew 
availability.   Since tract tree removal doesn’t involve highway closure, there is more schedule 
flexibility.  The Forest Service has several on-going contracts with tree removal contractors and 
can use them as needed anywhere in the Forest, eliminating the necessity for separate bids for 
individual jobs.  The removal contractor they will use in our tract is experienced in removal 
around structures.  They work directly with Bear Valley Electric if power lines need to be 
relocated, eliminating the need for cabin owners to deal with this.  Jon said they remove about 
90% of the cut trees.  If it is workable, they will attempt to remove some of the trees in the tract 
previously cut and left on the ground. 
As soon as a decision is made on a firm schedule to start tree removal in our tract, Jon 
Regelbruge will get the details to us and the information will be posted on the Association 
website.   


