
SUMMARY OF SBNF RESIDENCE TRACT MEETING – MAY 1, 2004 –  OAK 
KNOLL LODGE, BIG BEAR LAKE 

 
 
Moderator:  
Roy Glauthier, Current National Forest Homeowners Assn. President 
 
USFS Personel attending:  
Veronica Magnusson – District Lands and Special Uses Officer (Betty & Gar’s boss) 
Betty Hartenstine 
Gar Abbas 
Sharon Dooley – Dist. Archeologist 
Gary Earney –  
George Kenline – Forest Lands Officer 
 
Approximately 35-40 individual cabin owners, Assn. Presidents, etc,  from 10 SBNF 
tracts  
 
 
The group was unanimous that an ad-hoc tract organization would be worth the effort, in 
the form of a coalition (no officers, no dues) with a moderator and steering committee or 
board made up of one representative from each SBNF recreation residence tract.  There 
would be 3 or 4 scheduled meetings a year, timed to get information out for annual tract 
meetings on holiday weekends.  Forest Service representatives would be invited to attend, 
but it would be a cabin-run organization. 
 
The organization purpose would be as follows: 

To act as an interface between the recreation residence permit holders on the San 
Bernardino National Forest and Forest Service management at the Forest and District 
levels for the purpose of: 

1. Facilitating the cooperative management and administration of recreation 
residences; 

2. Resolution of issues relating to recreation residences; 
3. Improving two-way communications between the Forest Service and the cabin 

community. 
 
Dick Fisher’s name is currently on the list as Southwest Shore’s primary contact and I 
would defer to him as to who in our tract would become our representative.   Roy will be 
contacting the designated representatives (by e-mail) shortly to get the agenda set and the 
organization underway. 
 
The cabin owners and tract representatives met for the first hour prior to the arrival of the 
Forest Service personnel, primarily discussing common interests and concerns when 
dealing with  SBNF personnel. 
 



The Forest Service presentation ran over by almost an hour but some very important 
information was discussed, as follows: 
 
The District has just received significant funding through the President’s Healthy Forest 
Initiative to be spent in the San Bernardino Forest for dead tree removal and creation of 
fire breaks.  A map was displayed showing the location of fire/fuel breaks.  One will be 
constructed at the boundary between the Big Bear Lake city limit and the National Forest, 
starting just East of Castle Rock trailhead and running all the way to the Eastern city 
limit.  A separate 800’ wide shaded fuel break will run West to East along Forest Service 
Road 2N10, to the South of our tract.  The government funded tree removal areas will 
include recreational residence tracts, including Southwest Shore, and is scheduled to 
start this summer.  It will also include live brush removal.  Trees will be cut down if 
they are 50% shaded (dead).  They will work with individual tracts on tree selection and 
brush removal issues.  It was stated that tree removal in the recreation residence tracts 
was a priority .  The national forest land directly above the highway from our tract is also 
slated for this same action. 
 
George Kenline acknowledged that communication with the Forest Service regarding 
recreation residence issues has been less than satisfactory in the past because of 
staffing/budgetary issues.  One problem is receiving contradictory information from 
different people.  He said recreation residence permit administrators work out of the main 
office in San Bernardino and don’t always coordinate their activities with the local 
Ranger office.  Permit billing is no longer local. 
 
The Region 5 (our region) Proposed Forest Plan is scheduled for release in about two 
weeks and will have a direct impact on how our cabins will be administered in the future.  
There is an open house scheduled on June 7 in Big Bear for review of the Plan. 
 
Directly affecting us is the CRCD(Consistency Review and Continuation Determination) 
which is ongoing.  Since most leases are up in 2008, the local District has to submit their 
proposal as part of the CRCD recommending continuance of permits for individual tracts. 
 
The Region 5 Compliance with Land Management Plan (just issued) will require 
individual cabin inspections prior to permit renewal in 2008.  Betty indicated the 
inspection process would not be an issue in the Southwest Shore tract because of the 
inspection/upgrade program accomplished in the late 90’s which is documented in the 
cabin files.  The Forest Service meets with the local Special Uses team on July 8 to 
review the local Land Management Plan.  A historical review of all SBNF tracts must be 
completed by the end of 2006 as part of the NHPA( National Historic Preservation Act) 
compliance  It is done on a a regional basis.  The entire tract determines historical status, 
not individual cabins.  Fortunately, our tract has already been designated an historic 
property so we will not have to deal with this again.  In all other local tracts, no cabin 
alterations will be allowed until the historical review is completed in late 2006. 
 
Several cabin owners expressed concern regarding the “overzealous” position taken by 
Garth Abbas over interpretation of cabin rules and regulations.   It appears that Betty 



Hartenstine will continue to be the primary contact for our tract.  She told me her target 
date for retirement may be around the end of 2006.  She has certainly been an ally in our 
past dealings with the local Forest administration. 
 
Our tract seems to be in pretty good shape to make it through the upcoming lease 
renewals, historic determination, appraisals and cabin inspections compared to other local 
tracts.   
 
Appointing a Southwest Shore representative to the SBNF Cabin Coalition seems a 
reasonable thing to do at this point.  With the Forest Plan Amendment, final CUFFA 
rules affecting appraisals, CRCD reviews and Region 5 Compliance with Land 
Management Plan all in final stages, a more unified voice from local cabin tracts may 
prove to be valuable. 
 
 
 
 
 


