
Summary of Cabin Coalition Meeting, August 28, 2004 
 
The August 28 Coalition meeting was held at Oak Knoll Lodge, Big Bear Lake, with 22 
cabin representatives and 5 Forest Service staff in attendance. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Roy Glauthier of the Metcalf Tract who asked each 
tract to introduce themselves. Representatives of the following tracts were in 
attendance: Barton Flats, Caduceus Creek, East Lakeview, Falls Tract, Lakeview, 
Metcalf, Minnelusa Canyon, Pine Hill Drive, Polique Canyon, Santa Ana River, and 
Snow Valley [Note: 11 of 17 tracts]. 
 
Roy then reviewed the discussions at the June 26 Planning Meeting of the Coalition, 
attended by 10 cabin representatives. Discussion of the Coalition organization resulted 
in a summary of the “Organizational Concept” which can be downloaded from the “files” 
page on the Yahoo website.  The planning group also identified a list of issues of 
concern to cabin owners: fire safety and forest thinning projects, permit continuation and 
compliance inspections, and communications/interaction with the Forest Service. 
 
District Ranger Allison Stewart was then introduced and she introduced the other FS 
staff in attendance: David Kelly [Fire], Gar Abbas, Betty Hartenstine and Chris Stith [all 
special uses].  Following are the key points made by the FS: 
 
Fire Danger: Fuel moisture readings are presently 57% for live fuels and 52% for dead 
fuels as compared to normal readings of 80% and 50%. The significance of these 
readings is that green materials will burn just as readily as dead and that the forests are 
generally much drier than usual for this time in the season.  The fire rating is presently 
at “Very High” and the Forest Service expects the rating to go to “Extreme” by October 
and that major forest areas may be closed to entry. These entry restrictions would not 
apply to cabin permittees. 
 
Fuels Reduction/Thinning Projects: $14m was included in the FY2004 Federal budget 
for fuels reduction on the San Bernardino NF and most of that has been spent. Another 
$30m has been included in the FY2005 budget for continuation of these projects. 
Hazard tree removal within the recreation residence tracts continues to be a top priority 
with the District Ranger and should begin in the next 2 months [Sep-Oct]. An attempt to 
achieve this tree removal through a timber sale was unsuccessful. 
 
Cabin owners may note various engineer tapes and tree markings in their tracts: pink 
tapes designate sensitive areas; blue tapes mark treatment areas, green striping on 
trees indicates those to be removed. 
 
The point was made that cabin owners and tract organizations should support the 
Federal funding of these fuels reduction projects whenever possible. 
 
Permit Continuation Inspections: Forest Service staff have been conducting compliance 
inspections of the residence cabins and providing permit holders with listings of items to 
be corrected. Staff indicated that all cabins should have been inspected by now.  It was 
emphasized that these initial inspections are a starting point for compliance and 
subsequent inspections can be expected [i.e. although you may have had no faults on 
your first inspection, later inspections may notice something missed earlier].  



 
The Forest Service was asked about common violations. After some discussion of 
various faults, a commitment was given that the FS would develop a listing of common 
violations to provide cabin owners with guidance in their self-inspections. The FS also 
offered to conduct a training session on inspections for tract representatives, and this 
offer will be considered for a future Coalition meeting. 
 
Regarding the larger CRCD or permit continuation process, FS staff indicated that 
shortages in staff may result in continuation decisions not being completed 2 years 
ahead of expiration as required – or by the end of 2006 – and perhaps not until 2007. 
This delay could make it difficult for cabin owners to comply with last-minute 
requirements before permits expire on December 31, 2008. 
 
Approval of Requested Improvements: FS staff have little time to analyze and approve 
requests for maintenance or improvement work on cabins, so expect a delay in 
processing of any such request. This Forest is still out of compliance with administration 
of heritage requirements, including surveying of all cabin tracts for historical 
significance. Until these surveys are completed, all maintenance and improvements 
must be done so as to maintain the historical integrity of the cabin, even if it is not 
“historic.” 
 
 
Following the Forest Service discussion, Roy discussed the Yahoo website that has 
been established for the Cabin Coalition and invited anyone wanting to become a 
member of this “closed” website to contact him [email: rglauthier@aol.com].  
 
Finally, the group addressed the scheduling of its next meeting and the consensus was 
to meet again in either October or November. The meeting date will be set through the 
website. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at about 12:15pm. 


